262                              THE UIGURS.
Nestorian Christians, who since the fifth century began to spread their faith among the heathen nations of Asia. We know that already in the seventh century their church was numerously represented in Central and Eastern Asia.
J. S. Assemani, the celebrated orientalist (i 687-1768), in his "Bibliotheca Orientalis Clementine-Vaticana," states that in the history of the Nestorians the name of Igliur or laghur is of frequent occurrence, and denotes the Eastern Turks of Khatai.
Afadfaradj or Bar Hebrceus (1226-86), who in his chronicle, written in Syriac, has a good many details about the Eastern Christians, notices the Ighurs as a numerous tribe of the Eastern Turks belonging to Khatai
It is a well-established fact that the Uigurs, when they first reduced the Turkish language to writing, borrowed the alphabet from the early Nestorian missions; but it is impossible to fix the date of this adoption of the Syriac written characters by the Uigurs. It is also well known that the Uigur character was the original source of those still used by the Mongols and Manchus.
PL Carpini (1246) does not hesitate to declare that the Uigurs were IsTestorian Christians. We read in his narrative (650, 65 i): "Chingis contra terram Ifuiurorum processit ad bellum ; isti homines sunt Christian! de secta Nestorianorum: quos bello devicit; et illorum litteras acceperunt, nam prius (Mongali) scripturain aliquam non habebant; nunc autem appellant eandem litteram Mon-galorum/'
Rulruck, however, who visited the country of the Uigurs a few years later, states that they are idolaters. When speaking of the idolaters of Asia (282) he says: " Primi sunt lugures, quorum terra contiguatur cum prso-dicta terra Organum,649 inter inontes illos versus orientem; et in omnibus civitatibus eorum sunt mixti Nestorini et Saraceni, et ipsi etiam sunt diffusi versus Persidem in civitatibus Saracenorum," After this Rubruck gives a
649 The present Hi province.   See note 285.